




























We, or our ancestors, come from many different parts of this world.
We travelled over oceans, across the earth and through the air.
We came to this place in search of a new life.
We left plenty. Or famine.
We left peace. Or War.
We left family. We left friends.
We left our former homes
to make our lives in new homes.
A new world for us, 
but for the First Peoples of Turtle Island,
an old, familiar land, an old familiar home.
We came with hope. 
The majority of us came not knowing
how this land had been taken, cultures broken, languages lost.
We acknowledge there are those who came before us who carried with them
a belief in their own superiority:
that the colour of their skin was better;
that their religion was the only true one; 
that their “civilization” was the answer to everything;
that the “Indian” should be driven out of children. 
We acknowledge
that there are still governments and individuals in this country called Canada 
who continue to believe this,
that this reality has made the space for us to make the homes we live in.
We acknowledge that the broken promises, 
greed and injustice then and now, have given us this.
But we want you to know:
land can be loved in many ways. 
We too love this land. It’s beauty and brilliance.
We want to find ways to honour your ways,
we want to find ways to honour our ways.
To find a way to travel together on the river of life:

Responsible, Respectful, Active.

Looking, listening, learning, living, loving,
side by side, imposing nothing on the other,
sharing in the richness of this earth,
protecting this beautiful earth that cradles all of us,
whose poetry we feel beneath our feet.

Settlers’ Statement (2015) was co-authored by Lib Spry, Wendy Luella Perkins, Rebecca Benson and 
Aaron Franks for the “greeting ceremony” in the Train of Thought journey. This project of art-making and 
(re)conciliation lasted seven weeks and involved 25 train stops, 75 travellers, 95 partners and hundreds of 
participants. These words encorporated contributions from settler-participants and the teachings of Ojibway 
Elder Onagottay and Elder Betty Carr-Braint.



We are all living history
Lib Spry
We are all living history was created at “A Library of Temporary Shelters 
– A book arts workshop about migration and displacement” with Sala-
Manca (Lea Mauas and Diego Rotman) and Reading the Migration 
Library (Lois Klassen), which took place at the Agnes Etherington Art 
Centre, Kingston, Ontario in 2018. 

Reading the Migration Library is a publication project that encourages 
public circulation of migration stories. This publication is one of a 
growing archive of artist books about migration that are made freely 
available through this project. Reading the Migration Library artist 
books, chapbooks, and ‘zines can be downloaded, printed and 
circulated, but the copyright © remains with the author and artist. 
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